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of Trichinopoly for six months and compelled Muran Rao
Ghorepade to agree to evacuate the fortress and leave
the Carnatic. Nizamu'1-Mulk occupied the fortress
on the morning of 29th August, 1743, and hoisted
on the citadel the flag of the Emperor of Delhi.
He left Khwaja 'Abdullah Khan in Trichinopoly to
establish his authority in the neighbourhood and 'then
marched in the direction of Arcot.1
Nizamu'1-Mulk stayed in the Carnatic till the end of
March, 1744, during which time the English and the
French vied with each other to gain the latter's as well
as his son Nasir Jang's favour in order to advance their
commercial and political interests on the Coromandel
coast. Moreover, the rumours of France and Great
Britain becoming involved in the war of Austrian Succes-
sion were since some time reaching their respective
settlements in India. Naturally the representatives
of both these nations were anxious to enlist the support
of the Subedar of the Deccan in view of the imminent
contest which was not long in coming, in spite of the
neutrality agreement they had made to maintain peace
between the two Companies in India. The European
nations, trading in India at this time had become conscious
of the fact that if they desired to build up durable and
advantageous trade in this country, it had become essential
for them to have territorial possessions. In view of this,
they started negotiations with the country governments
whose aid they needed to oust their rivals. Thus the
momentous question of the establishment of the English
or French influence in India came to the front, the solu-
tion of which profoundly affected the European balance of
power in later years.
The council of Fort St. George decided in March,
1742 to send presents to Nizamu'1-Mulk, his son Nasir
Jang and Khwaja 'Abdullah Khan to the amount of
i Ananda Ranga PXlai's Diary, Vol. I, p. 234*